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Important Dates:       
Read Together!

According to 
D e b o r a h 
Farmer Kris of 
NPR, reading 
aloud to kids 
h a s c l e a r 
c o g n i t i v e 
benefits. For 
example, brain 
scans show that hearing stories strengthens the part of the 
brain associated with visual imagery, story comprehension, 
and word meaning.  
But reading also strengthens children’s social, emotional, 
and character development. According to a recently 
published study, reading to very young children is linked to 
decreased levels of aggression, hyperactivity, and attention 
difficulties.  
If reading isn’t part of your daily routine — or if you want to 
make it a more positive experience — here are three tips for 
making the most of read-aloud time: 
•Start early, read often. Reading to babies helps 
build bonds, vocabulary, and habits. If reading a story is part 
of the bedtime routine from infancy or toddlerhood, your 
child will take the lead in making sure this happens every 
night. 
•Read the pictures. Illustrations are visual clues that can 
help kids build their vocabulary and their emotional toolkit. 
While reading, pause to look at characters’ body language 
and ask, How do you think she’s feeling right now? 
•Press the pause button. Some nights, it’s tempting to rush 
through books on the way to “lights out.” Take time to look 
at a picture, ask a question, or share reactions. Help kids 
make connections between what they read and the world 
around them.  
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Coffee with Dr. Haggard, 
10/1, 7:00-8:15 AM, OV 
Library 

Valley-Wide Professional 
Development Day (No 
School), 10/7 

BUSD Board of Trustees, 
Governance Workshop, 
10/10, 6:00 PM, Jonata 
School Library  

District Advisory 
Council, 10/16, 4:00 PM, 
Jonata Library 

BUSD Board of Trustees,  
Regular Meeting, 10/16, 
7:00 PM, Jonata Library 

No School, 11/1 

BUSD Board of Trustees,  
Regular Meeting, 11/20, 
7:00 PM, Jonata Library 

Thanksgiving Break (No 
School), 11/25-11/29
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 District Recognition  

 There is so much to celebrate here at Buellton 
USD!  Jonata  Middle  School  was  recognized  as  the 
only  California  Distinguished  School  in  Santa Barbara 
County  this  year,  and  the  Buellton  Union  School 
District was also recognized as a California Exemplary 
District (one of only 18 districts in the state). These 
awards were presented last spring and are a source of 
pride for everyone in the community.

     These accomplishments are a reflection of the 
hard work of our staff and their commitment to the 
children and young adults of this community. We are 
all  grateful  for  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  staff  to 
make this such a special place for children and young 
people to grow and learn.
          Dr. Haggard 

All Means All! 2

Get Involved… 

Coffee with the 
Superintendent 

J o i n m e f o r c o f f e e a n d 
conversation about topics you 
are interested in for our schools. I 
am always happy to share on a 
topic or two, but mostly I want to 
hear f rom you about your 
questions or concerns in an 
informal setting. The next “coffee” 
date is Tuesday, October 1 from 
7:00-8:15 AM in the OV Library. 
I hope to see you there!  

PTSA 

The Oak Valley Elementary and 
Jonata Middle School PTSA is an 
essential organization for our 
school communities. There is 
always work to be done, and the 
PTSA provides support for many 
a c t i v i t i e s a t o u r s c h o o l s . 
Leadership opportunities are 
available, and  volunteering to 
help is always welcome. The next 
PTSA Meeting is Tuesday, 
October 15, but all meetings are 
o p e n t o s u p p o r t p a r e n t 
participation.  

District Advisory Council 

The District Advisory Council 
(DAC) is an opportunity for 
parents and other community 
stakeholders to provide feedback 
for the development of our Local 
Control Accountabil ity Plan 
(LCAP): a three-year plan for how 
resources can be used to support 
student learning district-wide. 
The next meeting is Wednesday, 
October 16 in the Jonata 
Library at 4:00 PM. 
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